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Report or* the Slovakian Committee for Liberation 
{elQvaJdLsche Befreiungskomitee) and the 
Slovakian National Council 



The Slovakian Emigration 

In order to judge the so-called Slovakian emigration in Europe and 
overseas^ consideration must be given to several questions, without 
knowledge of which it ts iiipossible to place in logical inter-relationship 
the various matters connection with the entire European emigraticn* 

Withlii the Slovakiah enigratton are two main exovepsz 

a) The Slovakian Committee for Liberation, created and led .. 

by Dr.' Ferdinand ^ . 

b) The SJoval^an National Chi'ncil, create and led' by Dr. . 

Karol SIDQR . 

Both. Dr. bURCANSKI and Dr.. SIDOH have been marked figures in Slovakian 
politics for. the last twenty years. Both personalities played; a decisive 
role in the genesis of the independent Slovakian state (lU Harch 1939)* 

The .positions talcen by these two Slovakian politlcisns In thelir 
•fight f or ^the. freedom of their people were different*. Although Dr* ; 

■BUMAilSKT was a* thoroughly convinced follower of the ^HLINKA Guard :^d a • 

i leading exponent of the Catholic student youth movemeiht founded hynPaterJ ^ 

. (which j^adu ally gathered together in the. so-called ; 

■ ' he'.ci^ be .adjudged as a'* great realist in oolltics, possessed, of -great; V.: “ . 

Z’ ■ *“ -elasticity- which pcr'iixtted him to -;yieid ir superficial matters (ii^iluding * 

Cferiaan sugijesttons about the establishing, of the * Slovakian state). - ihe:- • ,v"' 

, ^ . .^spute ‘ of DURCAFCtOr, ' in the . summer of 19liO *( t) ’with ‘ KITLSR 

at::pbersalzberg, which led txj his resignation .as Fcreign^rfi.nistx?r, • . 

'.^iiiister of . the Interior., and depujby Minister' Presildent," proves that • 
wt thn'it lAjn'^ts anti that the 'fVeencntlv raised aCCUSa- ■• '•■-* '**':• » 












• : .* Dr'i Karol . SIL<jR .‘was; frequently i^ed bT Pater^'ELIN^y ,'in 

testaaent, 'as his .sUccessor :to leaii^rshi^ -of tlie. Slovakimi. dtdte>^ : 

. ' *- iw- -deexOTentar prwf: ’for. .this ass^tidrti.wab :aubrrdtte^-io*;ZIPP^ i 

• '.i-has c^r.taih d^fiTtlt^Vc'c^ttceptlon^ whichV'^ipr j5-*)3i'e 
.for; Charges. of treason: ar^ people; ' - At l^e . ^‘edisiveV.h'o^/^ 
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Vatican and there’ player? an Iniportant part until 19U5« (He was, however, 
frequentlj* ^^tiackea on the rroundc that he failed to represent the con- 
ceptlon of ‘•5n''lnlerendent Slovakia) , Although SIDOR is anti-conmunistio 
‘ and was the .esteemed co-worker of Pater riLlKICA, leader of the Slovakian 
people until 19 39'i' he entertains paji-slavic concepts.* His pro-Polish 
political attitude occasioned inuch distrust of him in German political 
circles. Se never made a secret of being pro-Polish, and it is not 
remarkable that this tendency is strong in him today. Before- his eyes 
there is always an image of a Greater Slavic State, grouped around J 

Polapd, which would disassociate itself from Bolshevism' in the ..East, wtdeh 
would moire toward a cohfederative fr?unework taking in Czechs and Slo- . . ' 
vaWans in the Vest and Southwest, and which >culd at least maintain close 
ties with .the Catholic section^f the Scuthern Slavs (Croatia and 
“Slovakia). For the formulation of rresent ‘ides^ the concept of a 
block of .Catholic states under "the leadership of Poland, and including \ ' ' 2 . ’ 

Hungary in this area of 51a\*±r: influence, is decisive. The extent to “ 

which he . la working under the avispices of the Vatic am cannot be deterr 3 . p-;. 

mined from here'# * ' * * . ''' 

• : ■ . ■ ■ • ’V 

. . • ' ■ * O'. ' . 

' These variant posit5;t>ns of the two leaders of the Slorvakian enigra- . : • 

tibn in .Europe -rand AmerlcaKis not bnlv the insult of dhTferlng hypotheses. . 
imbedded in* t^ structure of their mo'/ements but also varipoit *in*scticaQ.- 
effects ; wilhin .Slovakia today. The Pah-Slavlc concept and the Oro-Pblish ^ 
political* atiittude were alwaj^ espoused^ for the most part, by the :* ' 

. Sloyakia^.^ntelilF^hsia, ‘ .^rf^o feared and rejected Bolshevism, but who . ..'T'VxlrV- 
■ recogi^zed^thnt it. wo.al<i^.b^ s\^fice %o protect; only® the Czechs. - Because .' 

Russia w^ , "pining away’*5 . under * Bols^ they tu^ed their eyes rbowa^ 

. the ■ (theny^.^^be Poles. ' Pec^se oxiiy the intelH^^nsia ^re/here 
the number' ■br;.pers^.3|^ iw in' ihib intellectu^bS^^ 'dlj^ctioh . * 

r the SfTjCP‘.*eoheet5.t^ TITIRrA?KXT* bfi* hand. haa.-_ ’ .• • 



. ** those : who tb^y ."stand .in ; closes t ' caitec t i' sho 
• Sl^i^ab : iipTOla.nd and ’’Veople,>.;Vhbj't^ in the .qaa 
cairoetiy* th^i ibe‘ rp.cqns.titutibri^^^ 

... MSOcieii;ed,i^ -k ‘new^nii^.cde-E^d^e o, 

. '.infiuen^^* 

■ KistbrjrAbfr^Dr;: FerdiT»nd' 1 )imCL\ShT 

/ W, Ferdinand DURGWS KT. ' was- .^rji ’ .on 18] 
•■•Slovakia. ' His. -father. Jural DtJROA^iS^Tv fan 



'Perdinari 'BimC&iKY un'tlli'lPhS’ * ' '• " *' ^ ‘ V i 

•77 - ; 7 -' 7 - ': ' 

• Ferdinand DURG’ANSKT.* was- pece^bir 1?06 in..Haie^^^ 

. His. -father, Juraj DURG^A^'SKY^-, ^a farmer-delegate 
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regional bodies and enthusiastic co-worker of the leading Slo\raiclari 
fighter arid leader of the i^eople. Pater KLIKfCA, appeared in the former 
battle within the CSR as a senator representing the Hlinka Slorakian 
People's Party^ N*S»L«S« *nio Vatican held the fS^ther in especially 
hi^ esteem becaiise of his upright stand in matters concerning^j’the defense 
: of the patholio Church in Slovakia, . After gnduating from the Gymnasium, . 
Dr* Ferdinand DURCANSKY attended the University of firatislava, 3 the Sor- . . 
bonne in. P^is, and in Der Haag, until he returned to Bratisiara and ^ 

’ completed the work on his doctorate. For a time he worked as*^ assist- .. 
ant on the faculty of law in the University of Bratislava. But th«;:^zech " 
gcyernment made, it ‘impossible for him to make representations to ^ohire. 



the right, of giving lectures at the university as a qualified teach^ 
a decision of the illnistry of Infonnation in Pra^) • O^ly aj^fcer 

the unheaVal. in -XOiO va.s- fh?*‘ DURCAT-KIfy tn iri ah^-snd 



the upheave in *^39 was Dr. DURpAr-iSKY ^able to acquire this ri^V and give 
^lectures aJ an:;ins.tr.ictor (Priv&tdozent) on international laxr’^^ the 
University of ‘^atislava. , ' 0 / ' 






' •» .Whae a student he^bk an. active part in student affairs.; He. was ‘ 

. esteemed as the co-fou^er of the Catholic People Partin \ 

together cert^fe sircl as of ypiing Slovakian stiidents^^ '‘the 0 rg^.nl 24 tion* . ' 

called VNastup*?, - Together with his brother, (pr,/^JariDURCMsrii:i^ =. 

. Febru^y 1^3 ^ 3-Wer and'^wit^line fl^ti* in‘ the'jjillN^^ Pafty^.; ' 

^•and ^ notary Eratlsle^ Dr. Fer^i^ndi. .r ' 



pURGANSKT brought out the newspaper 



which pl^ed a jdecisiye role 



‘.with the. yoiingef Slovakian generation as the printed; ejqpresaioh:-bf.:.the^ . 
will ;to f^ht'-for an independent Slovakia through. propagation Qf:vfh.e. id^^ 
of autbnbny . ^ • k'S c. v ‘ ' li 
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Dr» Ferdinand DUF.CANSKy^a Life and Politlcgii^V/ork since 19/^5 

^Alons^.wlth many other Slovakian pollticans and personalities of 
Slovakian public life. Dr* IXIR CAriSKy moved westward '. j^s the Russians 
I. inarched in from the east* He first went to Kremsmuehster, >Aere the 
Slovdcian'Roi’eminent, with^D:^ TISO, remained until shortljr before the 
^adhront of the Americ^ trdop^VAs ^LTRC/U^KT noved fiither west, an „ 

■ American office impounded a diiig^'frkich, to nr,'* own knowledge, was morphiiun) • 
that he had taken from his own chemical properties, in'ieop and that 
.was. his -personal property. Part of this drug was returned to him. by the 
Americans. Meanwhy.e the Czechs had gotten out a warrant ns&idng Rr* : 
DURCAfiSKr a wax^-criminal, so that he had to disacpear into an illegal • / 

existence. In lwL5/19U6 he kept clvinginp his rep/idence Cron Switzerland 
to Itfdy to praitee. At the first conference, in 19L6, Dr. D15RCAMSXT 
supolied three menoranaa, even though the police were close behind him. • 
.Ihese meror^da supported the re-creation of an independent Slovakia ^ .-V- 
" "statie .and cbhcerned the following fauect ions: *'; * 

• 11 .. ■ \ ■ ■ ... ;• 

I. Legal continuity of an independent Slovakian state., (Dr. . Jv 
TO^, in his fight against Hungary and the^Czechs, had used the same argurx 
ment arid -had supported it factually). > :> ■'* . = . * 

• •H. .Necessity -for cr ncluding a peace treaty with Slovakia to 
. normal ze the r.klationships between states. ' 






. ; Q;. . . IH.. Conducting> olebisclte wi.thin.’the former Slovaki^'re^v- • :V'- 

public;. In 'bids way substance would 'be given. ‘‘to the desire of the . ^Wa3d 
■ . ;people"for aa .iiid^endent .state. - r\ „ 

. ‘ . ** . . . ■ 

■ ' • At' the end of 191*6 or the begirjiing of "191*7 .J>r. DURCA-TSP^ went ty 

Argentina, partly to.’. shake off. his persecutory- a ‘ ■- * . , ...r- 

. - ‘ he wo^d • have more success • in . prosletrraing ,f or . t 

; . : . * Amigdcia . ( The;.;c onf ^’erice in "Paris , -at ,tfi^ .v^sb • • 

•n*- p • . nbt^ cphcerne'd ^itself VLth; the memoranda which 
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‘ name /^Parcel qna"'. 
PU^^-SI^ iand SIDOR . 



O.’ • T - it"' 

Rome,.’ to win SXDp.^'; ty •• 

6f an irdependent'^.*^y/ .•/ t-; ^ 








deliver to the Cacchs tlie leading ll’giires of -the i‘orjner Slovakian state 
(insofar as this has not happened already). Kor cover, one must con- 
centrate now on giving social help to the young, post-19li?» Slovakian 

. political emigration.” DUKCAjISKY opposed, this concept vith his suggestion 
for creating a political organization which would convince the rest of the 
world of the good qualities of Slovakia. DURCA-'ISKY founded toe so-called 
"Slovakian Orga»:i^atipn Office”, to. which SIDOR was to frive only monetary 
help, because SIDOR still had .charge of state funds accrued during the 
period of Slovakian independence and* intended for protection against an 
eventual endangering of independent Slovakia through the outcorne of the 
'war.. (The principal purpose of‘tAs fund was to pr-rvide the means to / 

' renew, if nec*d .be, the fipht for ^ovakian independence.) SIDOR refused 

• t^s .hfiip. Thereupon DCRCAKSn' tirned to the highly esteemed and fin^ciaily 
' strong "Slovakian Leapie” in America; but the Learie was on the side of 

:v SX1X3R and had been instructed by him to make only slight financial sup-. 

• port available to nh'RCiGISKY,:. because SIDGR recognized very clearly the 
growing Influence of' bis rival of former times. In this connection .it. 
should be .pointed wit’ that it was naturally, easy for SH>CR, because of his 
.work with t^e VHtlc.d’i>- to maintain Imlnterrup ted contact with America... It 
is interesting that -ilDCIR had also taken his stand arainst an independent 
SlovaJdla in his pubiJ ic^tioris in the U.S .'A. and had always (Includigit the f 

(‘•■. period during ^*e vitr), represented instead the concep*^*of a o.^rrer witii * 
Poland. ^ ‘ v 

* ThQ F'eunding of * the Slovakian Elation al Coimnittee and t lVe S lovakian , • 

Coffcnittee f^ Liberation : . 

. In D^eaber IRtifi'Dr.., Karpl SIDCiR founded the "Slovakian . Wationale / 
Council Abroad”.; Tl^.wis the first experience of the Slovakian endgra- - 
.. tion.yi.^ a widespread^ organization and far-flung ofginiaation^ net.. 

V- l^eacquarters was estab^sbed in Home, whiere the organization was 
.V Suppoi^d by the fujnda menttoned above and. aiso by. {he . gr wing corr^bu- : : ; 
.tions of-^he Slova^^’s in America, the "SiLovakisn L^aj^e”. Since th^n 



‘ ’ * ^ V . ^ Londdn' annoimc.er . wi th ; tfie ‘ Czech.oslcy ; 

• J v radio i n ' ■I'^ier held "^c.islvf^^ 

Cz€K:hoSovifeian .eOva^.nnBh^ * Tsf'stlll ;iiouffbt’-<^:*t 



^ * *”*r sJ ' ^ ^ f ' * . r. * •*." * ^ ^ 

^e^many - ^1^.} Jbst^f I^ist, chief. ^cErtdr- of 

r^^***/: I *8jFart'5j? tH 

•i ‘ ' V; • t.- . , : 7^ • " ‘ ' ' 
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Ifeanwhile, hcjwever. Dr. Ferdinand DURCANSiCr had already created his 
^Slovakian Committee of Liberation”. F^ora his standpoint, accordingly, 
he does not recognize the xwriority or precedence of the National Council 
of SXDOR and supports the following changes: 

The committee is to be comoosed of 75 representatives. 

Of these, 25 ore to come from the National Council, of SIDOR. 

25 to cone from the Convidttee of Liberation of DURCANSI^'. 

25 arc to be freely elected. 

recognized personality, a member of neither group, to be . ' 
chairman of the comnittee. 



This suggestion was' refused by SIDCXl for enlightening reaso^ 



VJhen Dr. PAOCO left Gernany in 19h9, SIDCR named 




s successor. 






for Germor^ In adaltion, the followxnE have joined SluUR*? ranKs: , -Ur. , - 

0 Konstantin ctM idi^from 19li6 on w?s interned by the Americans in various- 
i G^jnpsy a ^(,DrJ (fna) ^AVOJA^ former. secretary of the minis tex-presid^t Dr 
j-T0KA,‘ who was interned, the Americans and released in l^ti? and vAioiii.'rcd 
in the Tyrol initil 19U^. or 1950, when he emigrated to CarUd^. . • ... , 

' '' ■ ; .. ■ . t t • ‘ • . ; ■■ ^ . 

.•Rib following persons, among others, belong to the^r Slovakian 'Cpmr* ■ ■ 
raittee of Llbera'^iont .” ^ - • ! *.* •. 

' South America . (chiefly. Ajrentina) . - Dr". Jan DURCii^KT,-.bro^ 

■ : '* pi*; Ferdipand’DORCiLHrsi^ • co • •' ’ o ‘ 

/ ■ * '.< 5 ; ■ 

' ( Pr.pf essor ^jw^WFClAR . ; r 

(tt.;Col.?fnu LEDN^^ (chaplain ^: *" ' 

\ YOr Ji fhu^.ND.Rt^KA • (successor. to\ to KAPV.AS with- the 

\ • '* • » * *-W-, V* * •'* 

>: . ::(DtJ ^T^TKO "(inri'ter.;' pseudonym;... ^3or”) .. "o '/ 



: (to J rl^TKO iwfi’ter.; | 
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^rofe ssoij fnu B^TEK (foraer ci^ef of the Slovakian statistical 
office) 

^ (f 



Germany 



-/Dr#)ctibor ^^0 



After the iSloval^an secret transmitter •’Barcelona” was set Dr* 

F. DURCANSKT arranged for nutting a second station in business# FoxTn^ly 
this second station transmitted twice a week; since January 1951 it has 
broadcaststhrlce weekly. Anong broadcasting times are Tuesdays and Fri- 
days at 12h5 hours on a short wave band of liO m. ■' 

Dr. F. DDRCATtSKT is present^ travelling in the U*Si* and Canada. . .He 
intends to return to Eilrope in the. spring of 1951 and to settle ■permaaeritly 
in Paris or London. »• ’ ^ . 

... I. ' . * 4 > . ' 

!Kie Political Concepts of DURCAl^SKY and SIDuR 

DUHCWKKY has always favored the c concept of as independent Slovakia. ‘ 
'Should th'e .time make =” such a pfai^ now .impractical^ then he pleads the' cai^e, 
of ah independent ,>tiddle European federation of the Slovak!^ people, • 
grouped into one state. ' . ^ *•,..* .: c” 

...Deciwse . of ..its political position the Slovakian Conndtitee Libwa- 
tion has. gcwd. cbiWctions viih the follov^g international orjl^izatlons 
(among .others) : v l ’ « 



I '/ ”AP'*^”^®lshevistic Bloc of /^atio^” (iSN)v the iW^est Jriter- ' ' • 

' V 1 ■ national antirbolshevistic or gah^atloh.'. i^ i i '. ./ 

• Vn (-y* • - - ' * ' * «'«&.- ■ ■■ 



■- . ^ •’Scottish' League for Europe^ : .c- . 

, . * • ^ 'io* *. -t * ■*" ■ t I, ^ * ***'■• 

. : - ; "AmoricarhFrfends' of Slovakian' Freedom” V ' 

- - * f * ' c ' • . *5 '*** • • ' * ,r* * * -r^ \ ■ 

There- are also good cohnecl^ons ^th the mSvemeht of .Gen^a^ d® 



.; Poli% a 
a. Slavic 
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